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Turkey has opened 10 new embassies in various countries of Africa, which are:

Dar es-Salam (Tanzania), Akra (Ghana), Maputo (Mozambique), Antananarivo (Madagascar), Adibdjan (Ivory Coast), Yaounde (Cameroon), Luanda (Angola), Bamako (Mali), Niamet (Niger), N’djamena (Chad). Plus, Bogota (Colombia) and Valetta (Malta)

From my experience, I can say that MFA is definitely overwhelmingly secular. At the beginning, it was not in good terms with AKP, but the relationship between AKP and the ministry advanced when Gul was foreign minister. But still, the ministry is in the hands of secularists.

I called a very close friend of mine, who works in the administrative part of the Ministry. (He is not a diplomat, but he can see CVs of newcomers). This year, 50 new diplomats have been hired by the ministry to match the stuff need which the new embassies created. Here is what he says: “You have no idea how many of ‘them’ have been accepted to the ministry this year. Police and interior ministry are already theirs. But the MFA is in transition period (from secularists to Gulenists).” He told me that he has seen the names of the high schools of the newcomers (It is hardly possible to distinguish Gulenists according to the university. High school is a better proof). Some of those high schools are private and almost all of them are owned by Gulenists. He says there are even those who graduated from Imam-Hatips. I asked him to compare with the last year. He says there were also some Gulenist guys last year, but this year is certainly a breakthrough.

Then I talked with another friend, who organized a Model United Nations at a university. She invited students from Gulenist high schools too. She says that it is impressive how those students know what to do and say (better than undergrad students). They told her that “brothers” teach them everything (Brothers are Gulenist guys, who give educational support to Guelnist students, in special houses called Isik “Light”) and they want to get into the MFA. So, they work hard.

There are two points that we should keep in mind when talking about AKP’s clout within the MFA. First, the new embassies might be related to Gulen. But it is also related to Turkey’s non-permanent membership in UNSC as well. Some countries asked for embassy to vote for Turkey’s candidacy. Second, it is too early to talk about the impact of Gulen within the MFA. It takes 20 years in order to a diplomat have a significant say in the ministry. It is like a civilian army in terms of hierarchy, a junior diplomat is pretty much without impact. But remember the summary that I sent out to MESA about the restructuring of the MFA that Davutoglu declared. He said that it will be possible to become an ambassador at younger ages. A smart plan here.

TIKA

Turkish Cooperation Development Agency. Created by the Turkish government in early 1990s to forge ties with the former Soviet Union Turkic countries. It did not really make big progress at the time. But looks like AKP reinvigorated TIKA, especially to increase its influence in Africa. Davutoglu once said that TIKA works like the second MFA. I talked with a diplomat who used to work for TIKA but he said it is pretty difficult to get insight from within the TIKA. Following is a summary of TIKA’s activities which were included in annual report of 2008.
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TIKA has made significant progress since 2004 in terms of institutionalisation and 2008 has been the most productive year in terms of putting into implementation decisions made in previous years and taking these developments one step further.

In addition to Central Asia, the Caucasus, the Middle East and Balkans maintaining their priority status in 2008, the implementation of large development focused programs and activities have commenced in Africa.

According to the regional distribution of expenditure in 2008, South and Central Asia received a 53.89% share. One of the reasons for this majority share can be attributed to international commitments made by Turkey towards the “Reconstruction of Afghanistan Program” within the body of international organisations. 

Following the commencement of activities in the Balkans and East Europe in 2002, the region ranked second with a share of 24.58% of TIKA’s total expenditure. The continent of Africa on the other hand, represents a 10.96% share of TIKA’s total expenditure.
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There is information on TIKA’s activities in each country. But there is something which attracted my attention a lot. TIKA has a “Turcology Program” since 2000. As you know, one of Gulen’s programs aim to teach Turkish to foreign students. They organize Turkish Olympiads each year and Gulenist TV Channels show little black children in Africa singing Turkish national anthem. So, I checked TIKA - Gulen relationship in this Turcology program in particular. There are tens of articles on Gulen’s official website that praise TIKA’s useful activities. These articles explicitly indicate that TIKA supports (Gulen’s) Turkish language education programs. The following is from TIKA’s report:

“The Turcology Program which was commenced by TIKA in 2000 is a program that aims at increasing cultural, trade and political relations in numerous countries by widening the use of the Turkish language. Increasing statistical data reinforces the positive results of the program.

Within the scope of the program, protocols are signed with a number of leading universities in respective countries to secure the establishment of Turcology/Turkish Language and Literature Units and Turkish Cultural Centres as well as to improve their physical conditions and upkeep. 

As of the 2009 academic year, cooperation was undertaken with 33 universities in 21 countries and two autonomous republics. A total of 37 lecturers and 47 local staff were appointed in these centres and units.

Turcology centres are located in Afghanistan, Albania, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Estonia, Palestine, Georgia, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Kosovo, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Mongolia, Uzbekistan, Slovakia, Syria, Turkmenistan, Yemen, Ukraine, the Autonomous Republic of Crimea and the Republic of Tatarstan.

Approximately 2016 students received tuition in the Turcology units supported by TIKA in the 2008/09 academic year. Further, within the scope of the program, Turkish tuition aimed primarily at civil servants was provided to close to 1500 people in many countries.”

TUSKON

Turkey Industry and Businessmen Confederation, composed of 14,844 entrepreneur. I wasn’t aware of this association until I saw an item about TUSKON by Today’s Zaman on OS. 

From a quick newspaper research, I saw that all businessmen attached to TUSKON are close to Gulen. And I checked this from Gulen’s official website. There are hundreds of articles on TUSKON’s activities and how it helps to improve the infrastructure of various countries especially in Africa. One article says that TUSKON is an alternative to Davos. Around 600 businessmen from Africa attended to a conference organized by TUSKON in February in Istanbul. Besides, an influential member of TUSIAD said that TUSIAD is not unrivaled any more is was the case in the past, and now there is TUSKON.

TUSKON includes various federations of Anatolian businessmen, who are the economic base of AKP. Many AKP politicians attend TUSKON conferences.

[image: image1][image: image3.png]TIKA'S PROGRAMME COORDINATION OFFICES

© sl © enoss © e © womenege @ Takaan
@ s @ aeoms @ wastons @ ralesne © nrnensan
© netaien © rioman @ vcen @ senest © ueanelz)
@ sosmamnd @ rosone © worgola © suten © ubeisan

Hanagoun



